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fixing on special inhibitions without seeking the reason of the law, condemns the legislator for those things which most merit applause, and there where he shows himself a provident parent, the self-conceited satirist marks him as the object of detestation."
"At seven [July tyth] we reach the Hotel de Russie at Berlin. The appearance of this town is magnificent, and at the same time there is an air of dissoluteness which is striking. It reminds me at once of the Palais Royal. They say that a hotter season was never known here. Nousverrons"
"In the afternoon [July i8th] visit the ministers of Portugal, Spain, and Russia, whom I see ; then the British minister, who is not at home, so I leave my letter for him ; so, also, for MM. Guillaume de Humboldt and Schmidt. Count Haugwitz desires I will-come to-morrow at eleven. Go from M. Schmidt's to Madame de Nadaillac's, who reproaches me for not coming sooner etc. Stay till twelve o'clock; a small party there a la franfaise. The weather this day is warm, though not quite so hot as the two preceding days. I observe, in driving through this great unpeopled town, that the greater part of it is built of brick, plastered over to imitate freestone. The plastering already falls off in many places. In effect, it is emblematical of the empire over which it presides. The immense appearances,.I think, want solidity, and this power must (unless upheld by the same genius and talents with those to which it owes its birth) soon fade away, and figure hereafter in history as one of those grand operas which have amused generations long since mingled with the dust, and of which no traces are now to be found. And yet the present situation of affairs would, if duly improved, furnish the means which are wanting (un arkondisse-ment) to make of Prussia a permanent power." practice of every other person and nation, catches up single incidents and converts them into general data, by way of supporting his hypothesis, and,e French have made a
